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REFLECTIONS hHhHh¥ & FIRYIR-T

When | first came to Japan in 1946, | did not
realize that God the Creator had fashioned the dear
Japanese as equals — and equally loved — as also with
the rest of humanity. Somebody gave me a Bible, and |
began reading it sincerely and voraciously for the first
time ever. It changed my whole concept of life, of
mankind, and of our existence and purpose on earth.

I was assigned to a Quonset hut in Yamashita
Park and witnessed THE HORRORS OF WAR in
rubble left from the wartime bombings. “WAR IS
HELL!” I thought. “How good if the whole world
could live in peace, love, and harmony instead of
endless bickering, greed, hatred, killings, AND WARS!”
These nebulous and vain thoughts tormented me
because of my ignorance of THE REAL PROBLEM
(Jer 17.9 & Rom 3.10-23 g.v.). The study of World

History in college soon made me realize that “Peace”

is merely a fleeting mirage between never-ending
WARS, and will occur ONLY by means of a radical
regeneration in human nature at the Hand of God the
Creator.

At the end of 1947 | returned to the
homeland to work and study in preparation for a
life of teaching. At the university I majored in
English Education, the Humanities, plus “History
and the Bible”. How DELIGHTFUL!
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But through all the years of academia, | could not
forget my dearest friends in Japan!
1953 found me

“Japanese Language Institute”. It was here that I first
heard the name “Dr. William S. Clark™ of the Sapporo
Agricultural College. His noble effort to help Japan

The year in Karuizawa’s

and the Japanese 77 years earlier captured my attention,
and | began reading everything | could find about this
great and good man. Not only had he lectured on
agricultural subjects, but he had also used the Bible to
teach his students the English language. This example |
was eager to emulate.

During the next decade Hokkaido became my
home, where | lived and worked in various towns and
villages. At every new location | made it a point to call
on institutions of learning, offering English help
whenever needed and by any means possible. When |
arrived in Wakkanai, | met the most beautiful girl in all
the world. Her name was Ritsu Endo. We were married
November 11, 1961, and lived in Asahikawa for the
next two years. Then came a brief respite to the
homeland (with wife and new baby), after which we
settled in Sapporo from 1966 — never to roam again.

Living close by the University Campus allowed
me to come in contact daily with students eager to
learn English, many of whom were memorizing long
passages of Elizabethan English and Shakespearean
drama. They requested that | help with interpretation,
and serve as “judge” at recitation contests. Eventually,
this led to a permanent teaching position at the
University for the next 25 years, per kind favor of a
very dear friend --- Dr. Yoichi Kitaichi.

Hokkaido has been our domicile for most of my
life, and | do not plan to exit “until death do us
part.” Our precious Japanese friends have been so
kind, understanding, and helpful through all these
years, and | wish to say THANK YQOU from the
bottom of my heart! I love you, and pray God’s
continuing blessing, peace, prosperity, protection,
and freedom for Japan, and for ALL of THE
BELOVED JAPANESE.
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